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Parish
Newsletter R E S T O N 

Plan to take part in the com-
mon confession rite sched-
uled for Sunday, 18 De-
cember, at 9:45 a.m. Come 
on time. And come in the 
right frame of mind. Let us 
greet the Feasts of Light 
as “a people of his own, 
eager to do what is right.”NOVEMBER—DAY 10 HOURS, NIGHT 14

14 Mon Apostle Philip
15 Tue The day after St. Philip—Begins the 40-day pre-Christmas 

Penitential Season, the austerities of the season, such as 
they be, falling—according to the Typikon—on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays.

19 Sat ☛ Food Pantry—Leesburg
20 Sun 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy—Coffee Hour: Adams
24 Thu Thanksgiving Day
27 Sun 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy—Coffee Hour: Belinsky

DECEMBER—DAY 9 HOURS, NIGHT 15

 4 Sun 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy—Coffee Hour: Busenberg
 6 Tue ⇑ St. Nicholas, Wonderworker, Bishop of Myra in Lycia
11 Sun 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy—Coffee Hour: Doyle
13 Tue 28th anniversary of the death of Fr. Alexander Schmemann
17 Sat Food Pantry Leesburg—10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
THE WEEKS OF LUKE BRING US TO THE FEASTS OF LIGHT
Reflecting on the Divine Manifestations of the Lord Jesus Christ: Life from God (December 
25), Life with God (January 6), Encountered in the Sacramental Life of the Church (February 2)

18 Sun SUNDAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY

   9:45 a.m. Common Confession Rite (in conjunction with the 
penitential season)

  10:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy—Coffee Hour: Ellmore
25 Sun NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

   10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy of St. Basil—Coffee Hour: Hawkins
  NOTE: Between Christmas and Theophany—what was long ago 

called by some the Dodekaímeron or Twelve Days—there is 
no Wednesday/Friday abstinence.

JANUARY 2012—DAY 10 HOURS, NIGHT 14

 1 Sun SUNDAY BEFFORE THEOPHANY

   10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy—Coffee Hour: Honshul

 6 Fri THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST (Mark 1.1–11)
  We will keep the feast on the 8th.
 8 Sun SUNDAY AFTER THEOPHANY

    10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy—Coffee Hour: Krisa

15 Sun 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy—Coffee Hour: Lepnew

21 Sat Food Pantry Leesburg—10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
22 Sun 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy—Coffee Hour: Lynch

29 Sun 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy—Coffee Hour: Matyuf
  Annual Parish Meeting will follow the Liturgy—weather permitting.

“Stop all the clocks, cut off the 
telephone.… Pack up the moon, 
and dismantle the sun.…”
OCANews.org 
SUSPENDS PUBLICATION
With the words that follow, the man 

behind what was through these past 
few years the closest thing Orthodox 
America had to a national magazine 
calls it quits. Perhaps he did not want 
to chronicle the demise of the OCA. 
Still, he s̓ done the Church a great 
service. Thanks to him, people have 
a better idea of what s̓ been going 
on, even though nothing has really 
changed. Napoleon sits in Elba plot-
ting his return. Talk is, he s̓ settled a 
score with a lackey in Moscow, even 
as he s̓ turned a valued colleague s̓ 
rout into a parade. All this against 
the backdrop of an embattled lead-
ership. 

And as for Deacon Eric s̓ 1999 
provocative letter that started it all 
off, not everything  has been parsed. 
Some things have been undealt-with 
pennstatewise-wise.—Editor.

As the book of Ecclesiastes fa-
mously observed: “There is a time 
for every thing, and an appointed time 
for every event under the sun.” With 
this posting OCANews.org reaches 
its appointed time and suspends 
publication. 

 In October 2005 Protodeacon Eric 
Wheeler, a former OCA Treasurer, 
addressed a letter to the OCA Synod 
of Bishops outlining a web of finan-
cial irregularities and ecclesiastical 
misconduct at the highest levels of 
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“One in six Americans lives in poverty.”
—ABC News

FOOD PANTRY WISH LIST
This time of year the Food Pantry—in addition to the following—is look-
ing for holiday food items, the sort that fill the Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
and New Year table.

Canned items—Peanut butter, Jelly, Juices (100% fruit), 
Vegetables, Canned fruit, Canned beans, Tomato products, 
Stews,Soups. Boxed Items—Macaroni and cheese,  Cereal,  
Pasta,  Rice,  Potatoes,  Crackers. Other Items—Sugar, Powdered 
milk, Coffee, Tea bags, Dry beans. Needs for the Homeless—Pop-
top canned foods, Individual serve items, Can opener. Infant 
Needs—Diapers (all sizes), Baby personal hygiene. Personal 
Hygiene—Deodorant, Shampoo and conditioner, Bath/hand soap, 
Tissues, Tooth paste, Toothbrush,  Laundry soap, Women’s hygiene 
products, Shaving cream and razors. Distribution Center Sup-
plies—Ziploc bags (all types), Paper towels, Disposable gloves, 
Disinfectants, Bleach, Window cleaner, Antibacterial hand soap, 
Copy paper (white and colors), File folders.

the OCA̓ s administration. 
The first article (from what would 

become OCANews.org,) in Novem-
ber 2005 placed those allegations in 
the context of a previous 1999 scandal  
that had been successfully hushed up.  
By the end of that month Archbishop 
Job asked his famous question - “Are 
the allegations true or false?” effec-
tively hindering a second cover-up. 

 OCANews.org officially began 
publishing on January 7, 2006, pri-
marily as a means of encouraging the 
faithful of the OCA to seek answers to 
that question by focusing on issues of 
transparency and accountability in the 
Church. Since then more than 1,000 
articles, reflections and open letters 
have been published. 

These in turn led to more than 
33,300+ posted comments. Nor were 
topics limited to the OCA: for more 
than a year the site was used by Antio-
chian brethren to ask hard questions of 
the Antiochian Archdiocese as well. 

 Shortly before his untimely death 
in 2009, Archbishop Job was able to 
answer his question: “Yes, the alle-
gations were true.” This did not end 
the need for transparency or account-
ability in the Church, however, as the 
Archbishop himself affirmed that we 
are indeed “free men,” with a duty to 
listen, learn, question and discuss so 
as to build up our common life. 

 Last year, in November 2010, I 
had to inform co-workers that I would 
be unable to continue OCANews.
org for very much longer. Best laid 
plans, however, had to be repeat-
edly postponed—given the arrest of 
Archbishop Seraphim, the release of 
Bishop Mark from Antioch, Santa Fe, 
the events surrounding +Jonahʼs first 
Leave, the tumultuous MC meeting in 
Chicago, the continuing dyspepsia in 
Syosset, the Mess in Moscow, and then 
the 16th AAC. Publication, by neces-
sity though, became more infrequent 
and irregular. There can be no more 
postponements.  I want to thank all 
who have contributed to OCANews.
org over the past six years:

 • Thank you to all whose love of 
the OCA established this site, but, 
more importantly, whose faith, prayers 
and work enabled it to fulfill its mis-
sion. You have not only my gratitude 
for your years of unsung and unseen 
efforts, but my deepest respect and 
abiding friendship. 

 • Thank you to all, identified 
sources and unidentified sources, who 
contributed information often at per-
sonal and/or professional risk, so that 
the truth might be fully known. 

 • Thank you to all who contributed 
articles, reflections, letters and/or 
comments. Whether you agreed or 
disagreed with what was posted, such 
contributions consistently challenged 
us all to think and act concerning our 
Church in unaccustomed ways. The 
OCA is better for that often painful 
effort.

 • Thank you to all who contributed 
by reading OCANews.org. Every 
reader had to choose to do so—there 
was never any syndication nor RSS 
feed—despite constant pleas that such 
be instituted. That tens of thousands 
choose to open these pages night 
after night, year after year, despite 
approbation, both official and unof-

ficial, testifies to a deep wellspring 
of Faith, love of the Church, and a 
commitment to the truth by all who 
profess the Truth. Such bodes well 
for our future—whatever our past or 
current woes. 

 • Finally, thank you, Lord, for this 
most wonderful, and unique opportu-
nity to serve. 

 Wishing you all the best,
Mark Stokoe
PS: As we have suspended publi-

cation, the comments page has been 
disabled as has the email address. If 
you appreciated OCANews.org light 
a candle and offer thanks to God at 
your parish next Sunday. 

If you disliked OCANews.org, 
light two.

Keeping up.—The 19th Annual 
SanktHubertusFest brought 2.6K to 
the Building Fund. Thanx, Maria and  
Burt, and diners all.

Our appearance before the Board 
of Supervisors is postponed to the 
first week in December.

On Novenber 5 Archbishop Jonah 
marked the third anniversary of his 
election as OCA Metropolitan.

The first Friday in December is the 
3rd. Can we talk? Yes. At Fr. Paulʼs.
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From Arab Spring to Coptic Winter: 
Sectarian Violence and the 
Struggle for Democratic Transi-
tion in Egypt. 
TestimonyMichael H. Posner, As-

sistant Secretary, Bureau of Democra-
cy, Human Rights, and Labor Helsinki 
Commission—Hearing, Washington, 
D.C., November 15, 2011

 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for 

conducting this important hearing on 
the situation faced by Coptic Christian 
community in Egypt, and for invit-
ing me to testify. As you know, this 
is a time of substantial transition in 
Egypt as Egyptians strive to move 
their country towards democracy. 
This is not an easy process and it will 
not happen overnight. Egypt is only 
starting on a path from the temporary 
stewardship of the Supreme Council 
of the Armed Forces (SCAF), through 
parliamentary elections that will begin 
in two weeks, then the process of draft-
ing of a new constitution and finally 
presidential elections. As they move 
toward these milestones, millions of 
Egyptians hope to see the emergence 
of a democratic civilian government 
that respects the universal rights of all 
of its citizens. As part of this vision, 
it is vital that there be a place in the 
new Egypt for all citizens, including 
all religious minorities, of which the 
Coptic Christian community is the 
largest. President Obama and Sec-
retary Clinton have made clear their 
deep concern about violence against 
Coptic Christians, most recently dur-
ing the October 9 tragedy in front 
of the Egyptian radio and television 
building in the Maspiro area of Cairo. 
At least 25 people died and more than 
300 were injured. We have urged the 
Egyptian government to investigate 
this violence, including allegations 
that the military and police used 
excessive force that was the cause of 
most of the demonstrator deaths. We 
also have urged that those respon-
sible for these deaths and injuries be 
held accountable. While the focus of 

my testimony is on the situation of 
the Copts, I would like to point out 
that other religious minorities also 
suffer official discrimination. While 
non-Muslim religious minorities of-
ficially recognized by the government 
—namely Christians and the tiny Jew-
ish community—generally worship 
without harassment, members of the 
Bahai Faith, which the government 
does not recognize, face personal 
and collective discrimination. The 
government also sometimes arrests, 
detains, and harasses Muslims such as 
Shia, Ahmadiya, and Quranist, con-
verts from Islam to Christianity, and 
members of other religious groups, 
such as Jehovahʼs Witnesses and 
Mormons. The Government continues 
to refuse to recognize conversions 
of Muslims to Christianity or other 
religions, which constitutes a prohibi-
tion in practice.I would like to set this 
testimony on the Copts in a broader 
context. Last week Secretary Clinton 
gave an important policy address in 
which she outlined our overall policy 
on democratization in the Middle 
East and beyond. She described the 
US governmentʼs principled engage-
ment in the Middle East. We support 
the aspirations of citizens to live in 
societies that guarantee freedom, 
including freedom of expression, 
assembly and

 religion. We also believe strongly 
in systems that allow citizens a say in 
how they are governed and that will 
provide economic opportunities for 
all. These are the demands that we 
heard in Tahrir Square, where Copts 
and Muslims joined hands to protest 
and to pray in the weeks leading up to 
the downfall of the Mubarak regime. 
We have heard similar demands echo-
ing throughout the Middle East and 
even far beyond that region in the 
ensuing months. Secretary Clinton 
also has spoken out consistently about 
the importance of religious freedom 
and religious tolerance, both of which 
are fundamental to human dignity and 
peaceful transitions to democracy. 

Religious freedom is a human right, 
guaranteed by international human 
rights law. At the release of the State 
Departmentʼs report on International 
Religious Freedom in September, 
Secretary Clinton emphasized the role 
that religious freedom and tolerance 
play in building stable and harmoni-
ous societies. She said: “Hatred and 
intolerance are destabilizing. When 
governments crack down on religious 
expression, when politicians or public 
figures try to use religion as a wedge is-
sue, or when societies fail to take steps 
to denounce religious bigotry and 
curb discrimination based on religious 
identity, they embolden extremists and 
fuel sectarian strife. And the reverse is 
also true: When governments respect 
religious freedom, when they work 
with civil society to promote mutual 
respect, or when they prosecute acts of 
violence against members of religious 
minorities, they can help turn down the 
temperature. They can foster a public 
aversion to hateful speech without 
compromising the right to free expres-
sion. And in doing so, they create a 
climate of tolerance that helps make 
a country more stable, more secure, 
and more prosperous.”This is the basis 
for our belief that in order to succeed 
andprosper, Egypt, and its neighbors, 
must protect the rights of all citizens 
and all minorities, including its Coptic 
population. The corollary is also true: 
successful democratic transitions are 
the best way to safeguard those rights. 
Mr. Chairman, the Copts in Egypt 
have faced discrimination for many 
years. Christians face personal and 
collective discrimination, especially 
in government employment and the 
ability to build, renovate, and repair 
places of worship. Although they 
represent about 10% of the population 
and play an important role in Egyptʼs 
economy, Copts have suffered from 
widespread discrimination and remain 
underrepresented in prominent posi-
tions in Egyptian politics and society. 
The headlines – and the trend lines 
– continue to tell a disturbing story. I 
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was in Egypt just days after the Janu-
ary 2010 attack on the Nag Hammadi  
Church in Upper Egypt, when gun-
men shot and killed seven people as 
worshippers were leaving a midnight 
Christmas mass. At that time, I called 
for an end to impunity for such crimes 
and full accountability for those who 
attacked this holy place. One suspect, 
Hamam al-Kamouny was tried under 
the emergency law in a state security 
court, convicted on January 16 and 
executed on October 10. The other 
two defendants, Qoraishi Abul Hag-
gag and Hendawi El-Sayyed, were 
acquitted by the court, angering many 
Coptic activists. Yesterday, Novem-
ber 14, Egyptʼs official news agency 
announced that Abol-Haggag and El-
Sayyed are to be retried on December 
19 under the Higher Emergency State 
Security Court, for crimes including 
premeditated murder and terrorism 
with the use of force and violence. We 
applaud the pursuit of accountability 
in this case, although we would prefer 
that these types of crimes be dealt with 
in civilian courts with full due process 
of law. Almost exactly a year after the 
Nag Hammadi attack, on January 1, 
2011, a bomb exploded at the Coptic 
Orthodox Church of the Two Saints 
in Alexandria, killing 23 people and 
wounding around 100. There are no 
suspects in custody for that crime, 
although the Government of Egypt 
reports that its investigation is ongo-
ing. These two incidents, and others 
like them, took place before the fall 
of President Mubarak on February 
11. We have since received reports of 
an increase in sectarian violence and 
tensions, including at least 67 people 
killed in religious clashes – most of 
them Coptic Christians. This brings 
the total number of reported deaths this 
year to more than 90. There have been 
at least six recent major incidents of 
violence against Copts: o On February 
23, the Army used live ammunition, 
including rocket propelled grenades, 
against unarmed Copts during a land 
dispute at a monastery. A monk, one 

of the six shot, later died. To our 
knowledge, no one has been held ac-
countable for these attacks. 

On March 4, in the village of Sol, 
a large group of Muslim villagers 
destroyed the Church of Saint Mina 
and St. George after the army failed 
to stop them. To our knowledge, there 
has been no investigation and no one 
has been charged despite videos of the 
perpetrators. 

On March 8, 13 people were killed 
when Muslims and Copts clashed in 
the Mukkatum area of Cairo. Some of 
the Copts had been protesting the slow 
government response to the destruc-
tion of the church in Sol. One Coptic 
bishop claimed that though news 
reports listed seven Christians and six 
Muslims. To our knowledge, there has 
been no investigation and no one has 
been charged in the deaths. o On May 
8 in Imbaba, a poor neighborhood of 
Cairo, two churches were attacked and 
one  burned during sectarian riots. The 
clashes resulted in 23 deaths and 232 
injuries. That month, the official media 
reported that the government referred 
48 suspects to trial. Approximately 
half of these suspects have been ar-
rested, including a prominent Salafist 
leader, while half remain at large. The 
High State Security Court in Giza has 
adjourned the trial until December 4, 
when it expects to hear testimony from 
the remaining witnesses. 

On September 30, in Merinab vil-
lage in Edfu, Aswan governorate, an 
estimated crowd of 3,000 Muslims 
looted and burned the St. George 
Coptic Orthodox Church, in addi-
tion to some Copt-owned homes and 
businesses, following reported incite-
ment by village imams. Local media 
reported that a Ministry of Justice 
fact-finding committee traveled to 
Aswan on October 12, in the aftermath 
of the Maspiro violence, to investigate 
the church burning. The status of this 
investigation is unclear. 

And finally, on October 9 in Cairo, 
violence erupted in front of the Egyp-
tian television building known as 

Maspiro, at a demonstration by Copts 
protesting the governmentʼs failure to 
investigate the burning of the church 
in Merinab in Aswan governorate. At 
least twenty-five people were killed 
and more than 300 injured. On October 
11, Secretary Clinton addressed the 
October 9 violence at Maspiro and 
called for an immediate, credible, and 
transparent investigation of all who 
were responsible for the violence, 
with full due process of law. The 
White House issued a statement urging 
Egyptians to move forward together 
to forge a strong and united Egypt and 
reaffirming our belief that the rights of 
minorities - including Copts - must be 
respected, and that all people have the 
universal rights of peaceful protest and 
religious freedom.The government of 
Egypt has stated publicly that they are 
conducting two investigations. The 
Egyptian Armed Forces are reviewing 
the conduct of Military Police, who 
eyewitnesses and video evidence sug-
gest ran over and shot at demonstra-
tors. The Ministry of Justice has been 
tasked by the Egyptian Cabinet with 
a full investigation of the incident. 
Separately, military prosecutors are 
investigating about 30 demonstrators, 
including one prominent blogger, who 
were detained during the violence. 
They are accused of inciting violence, 
stealing firearms, and attacking se-
curity forces. They will be tried in 
military courts. On November 2, a 
fact-finding committee established 
by the National Council for Human 
Rights issued an initial report on the 
Maspiro violence. (NCHR is a quasi-
governmental watchdog body, but 
the committee was led by respected 
human rights advocates). The report 
found that the march by Copts and 
their Muslim allies began peacefully 
at Shubra and moved toward Maspiro 
in downtown Cairo. According to the 
report and several corroborating ac-
counts, as the marchers approached 
Maspiro, they were attacked by ci-
vilians throwing rocks and chanting 
Muslim extremist slogans. According 
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to the same sources, military police 
then confronted the marchers and at-
tempted to keep them from reaching 
the building. The MPs used shields 
and batons, and fired blanks. March-
ers began fighting back against the 
violent civilians and military police. 
The NCHR report acknowledged 
that 12 or more civilians were killed 
when they were run over by military 
vehicles. The committee said it could 
not determine who fired the bullets 
that killed at least seven demonstra-
tors. During the height of the clashes, 
state TV anchor Rasha Magdy called 
on “honorable Egyptians” to defend 
the Army against “attacks by violent 
demonstrators.” Twenty-one promi-
nent Egyptian human right organiza-
tions criticized the “inflammatory role 
played by the official state media,” 
charging that a “direct link can be 
traced between the outright incite-
ment against demonstrators by state 
media and the events at Maspiro.” 
On October 13, the head of Egyptʼs 
military justice system, Adel al-Morsi, 
said that the military would lead the 
official investigation into the events. 
According to Human Rights Watch 
and local media, the military has ar-
rested approximately 30 individuals. 
The government has said it will try 
suspects in military courts, since the 
crimes involved attacks on military 
personnel and equipment. The Coptic 
community is concerned, as we are, 
about the severity and frequency of 
sectarian attacks against their com-
munity, and while they recognize 
that the government has nothing to 
do with most of these attacks, they 
are greatly concerned about the need 
to hold perpetrators accountable. I 
want to make clear that most of these 
clashes have involved both Copts and 
Muslims, and members of both com-
munities have been the perpetrators 
and victims of the violence. It also 
is important to emphasize that many 
Muslims have stood up to defend 
members of the Coptic community 
against extremist violence.The United 

States Government condemns this 
sectarian violence and continues to 
urge the Government of Egypt to take 
all necessary and available measures 
to reduce these tensions. In raising 
our concerns about the Coptic com-
munity, we are also aware and very 
supportive of the positive steps the 
Egyptian government has taken on 
behalf of the Copts. On March 8, by 
order of the Prime Minister, Coptic 
priest Mitaus Wahba was released 
from prison where he was serving 
a five year sentence for officiating 
at a wedding of a Christian convert 
from Islam. On April 14, the SCAF 
fulfilled its commitment to rebuild a 
church in Sol that had been destroyed 
on March 4 by mob violence. And as I 
noted earlier, the government also took 
steps in response to the May 8 Imbaba 
violence; in addition to re-opening 
dozens of churches, the government 
is prosecuting 48 individuals charged 
with murder, attempted murder, and 
a variety of other crimes. The trial is 
scheduled to resume on December 
4. The government also has pledged 
to adopt a Unified Places of Worship 
Law, which would guarantee all faiths 
the ability to construct and maintain 
places of worship. The Cabinet sent 
the draft law to the military council 
in October. We urge the SCAF to 
endorse this provision as soon as pos-
sible. The Government of Egypt has 
promised to consider this measure for 
several years, including twice in the 
last five months. Numerous cases of 
sectarian violence in recent years have 
stemmed from disputes over church 
construction. The prompt adoption 
of this provision now would send a 
very strong signal of the government s̓ 
commitment to protect religious free-
dom. It would recognize the right of 
all Egyptians to freely build places 
of worship they need to conduct re-
ligious activities. As the government 
reviews this proposal it should take 
into account the concerns expressed 
over earlier drafts that the suggested 
multi-stage process of applying 

for permits to construct and repair 
churches is too convoluted, cedes 
too much authority to governors to 
grant permits, and imposes onerous 
restrictions on the number and loca-
tion of houses of worship. Finally, in 
the aftermath of the Maspiro violence, 
we welcome steps that are being taken 
by the Government of Egypt to reduce 
discrimination in the penal codes. 
On October 15, the SCAF issued a 
decree amending Egyptʼs penal code 
to prohibit discrimination on the basis 
of religion, gender, language, faith, 
or race. The decree also delineated 
prison sentences and specific fines 
for acts of discrimination, as well 
as failure to prevent discrimination. 
These included more severe penalties 
for government officials found to 
be complicit in discrimination. The 
new penal code provisions bolster 
the Egyptian constitutionʼs ban on 
discrimination. Article 7 of the March 
31, 2011, constitutional declaration 
states that “all citizens are equal before 
the law. They have equal public rights 
and duties without discrimination on 
the grounds of race, ethnic origin, 
language, religion, or creed.” We urge 
the government to enforce these and 
other anti-discrimination laws and 
hold violators accountable so that all 
minorities, including Copts, can enjoy 
equal protection. Like Egyptian Mus-
lims, Egyptian Copts are concerned 
about their countryʼs future and their 
own place in it. In addition to security 
from sectarian violence and equal 
treatment under the law, they want 
equal representation in parliament and 
a proportional voice on the committee 
that will draft Egyptʼs new constitu-
tion. Like moderate Egyptian Mus-
lims, the vast majority of whom 
support religious freedom, Copts and 
other religious minorities consider 
themselves full partners in a new 
Egypt. As Secretary Clinton said last 
week, “If—over time—the most 
powerful political force in Egypt re-
mains a roomful of unelected officials, 
they will have planted the seeds for 
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future unrest, and Egyptians will have 
missed a historic opportunity.” The 
door to real democratic change is only 
beginning to open. We hope Egyptians 
will walk through it together to a more 
peaceful and prosperous future. Thank 
you.

Egypt’s  Pope Shenouda III   
orders first post-revolution 
count of Orthodox Christian 
population.
Nada Hussein Rashwan, Monday 

31 Oct 2011.
A census to be conducted by the 

Coptic church will be its first to tally 
Christians from all denominations in 
Egypt to counter official attempts at 
under-counting Egyptʼs largest reli-
gious minority.

 Egyptʼs Pope Shenouda III has 
ordered a census of the country s̓ entire 
Christian population to be conducted 
through committees accountable to 
the Church.

 Information forms will be distrib-
uted and collected by dioceses across 
the country and submitted to provin-
cial bishoprics. Results will then be 
compiled and submitted directly to 
the Pope.

 The Churchʼs census will for the 
first time include all the Christian 
denominations in Egypt, not just the 
Coptic Orthodox, which constitutes 
the largest Christian denomination 
in Egypt.

 It will also be the first in post-
revolution Egypt. Prior to the upris-
ing, there were significant differences 
between government estimates of the 
Coptic population and those of the 
Church.

 An unofficial census, conducted by 
a number of Christian organisations 
in cooperation with the Church, pub-
lished figures on Sunday showing the 
entire Christian population of Egypt 
neared 17 million, around 20 per cent 
of the population.

 The latest government estimates 
of the Egyptian Christian population 
stated they made up around 4 per 
cent (around 3.3 million) of the total 
population of around 83 million. This 
figure was refuted by Pope Shenouda 
III in 2008, who said the Coptic Or-
thodox population on its own made 
up around 12 million.

 In 2009, a US report stated that 
religious minorities in Egypt made up 
around 5% of the total population. The 
report was accepted by the Vatican but 
rejected by the Egyptian Church.

 
The head of the Coptic Orthodox 
Church arrives in the U.S. 
WASHINGTON. 17 Nov 2011. 
The head of the Coptic Church, 

Pope Shenouda III arrived in the 
U.S. According to an official an-
nouncement, the Coptic Patriarch 
came to America toundergo a medical 
examination and treatment, reports 

CWN. However, the real reason for 
the Coptic religious leader s̓ coming to 
the U.S. may not only be the need to 
improve his health.  In recent weeks, 
the head of the Coptic Church has 
repeatedly appealed to the Egyptian 
government, demanding protection 
for the countryʼs Christian minority. 
At the same time Shenouda III urged 
Copts to participate actively in the 
electoral process, and to defend their 
political rights.  The Coptic patriarch s̓ 
trip to the U.S. may be associated with 
attempts to enlist the support of the 
Obama administration in protecting 
the rights of Christian minorities in 
Egypt.  It is not excluded that the 
Coptic leader may ask U.S. authorities 
to exert pressure on Egyptʼs govern-
ment to induce it to put an end to the 
violence and discrimination against 
Christians which have taken place 
more often after the “Arab spring”. 

Pope Shenouda III became head 
of the Coptic Orthodox Church in 
November 1971 and has been the 
spiritual leader of Egyptʼs Copts for 
over 40 years.  Recently he turned  88 
years of age. 


